
	

COVID-19	Dear	Clinician	Le2er	and	Updated	Elec8ve	
Surgery	Recommenda8ons 
	 
CMS	posted	a	le-er	to	clinicians	that	outlines	a	summary	of	ac7ons	CMS	has	taken	to	
ensure	clinicians	have	maximum	flexibility	to	reduce	unnecessary	barriers	to	
providing	pa7ent	care	during	the	unprecedented	outbreak	of	COVID-19.	The	
summary	includes	informa7on	about	telehealth	and	virtual	visits,	accelerated	and	
advanced	payments,	and	recent	waiver	informa7on. 

Le2er 
	 
Non-Emergent,	Elec7ve	Medical	Services	and	Treatment	Recommenda7ons 
CMS	recently	updated	recommenda7ons	to	postpone	non-essen7al	surgeries	and	
other	procedures	to	conserve	cri7cal	healthcare	resources	and	limit	exposure	of	
pa7ents	and	staff	to	COVID-19.	Developed	in	collabora7on	with	medical	socie7es	and	
associa7ons,	the	recommenda7ons	outline	a	7ered	approach	for	state	and	local	
officials,	clinicians,	and	delivery	systems	to	consider	to	priori7ze	services	and	care	to	
those	who	require	emergent	or	urgent	a-en7on	to	save	a	life,	manage	severe	
disease,	or	avoid	further	harms	from	an	underlying	condi7on. 

Recommenda8ons	

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDcuMTk4NjIxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L2ZpbGVzL2RvY3VtZW50L2NvdmlkLWRlYXItY2xpbmljaWFuLWxldHRlci5wZGYifQ.BVFzBuTS94_nuxOw7AiL9rpUPvi0KoTmF0JVugPkc7Q/br/77121193664-l
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